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formsance whers neceseary owing to ooovoidable ool




Benjamin Britten (b1813)
War Requiem

My subject is War and the pity of War. The
Poetry is fn the pity. All a post can do today
is warn,  Wilfred Owen

Fram a goneration deeply scorched by “the mark of the
Beast'" In war, Ben|lamin Britten’s War Reguiem speaks
fram under its shedow dirsctly to the hearts and minds of
thosa 1o whom the threat of war still remalne the gravest
menace to mankind. It |5 a ery of protest and compassion—
an act of contrition for what is past as well as a waming to
humanity for the future. Down the canturies, artists have
rapeatadly probed the eprings of human consciance more
desply than their fellows. That their admonitions have so
often gono unhoeded is the grestsr misfortune. The War
Regwiem voices the conviction that Death is the only victors
ir war: [t invokes the " Glorious Dead' not a5 an example to
postarity but as a warning. (113 8 Requiem for humanity bold
and clearsighted enough to question its own respansibllity,

As g christian pacifist and compassionats humanitarian.
Britten had lonp fait the neod to express his baliafs in terms
of music, with which words could be combined fo make
each elament the more explicit, He found the mesns by
interpolating into the traditional Latin text of the Mass for
the Dead, verses from the pooms of Wilfred Owan, tha
officer-poat killed In action st the Sambre Canal 8 week
before the Armistice of Movember 1918, In contrast o
Aupert Braake, whose poems of the Firet World War em-
bodied the popular image of heroic youth sacrificing itself
for the greater good, Ohwen was concarned with The misary
and vainglory of a war he saw as a violation of Christianity,
and with the unforgivable deads that men were mada to do
to othars and to suffer themselves. Owen's words 8t the
head of these notes stand also at the head of Brittan's score,
and the composer's choige of posms suggests that Owen's
aense of pity led him te a vision of some kind of reconcilia-
tion bayaond the horror of his saxpenancas




