DIETRICH
FISCHER-DIESKAU

(b1925) Baritone and conductor

Fischer-Dieskau emerged

as a performer following the
Second World War, and developed
a style of interpretation which
established a new approach to song,

BY THOMAS HAMPSON

Few artists achieve the level of
recognition, admiration and influence
of Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, and even
fewer live to see that influence realised
during their own lifetime. Ushering in
the modern recording era, he challenged
our perceptions and processes of how
recordings could be made, explored the
possibilities of modern recording and
exploited the potential for popularity of
classical music; and all this while setting
standards of artistic achievement,
integrity, risk-taking, and the aesthetic
ideal that became our new norm.
‘Whether we bask in the beauty of his
tone, revere the probing, questioning
power of his intellect, or simply wonder
at the astonishing physical abilities
through all that he has achieved in his
long recording career, we must also
pause and say “Thank you’ to this great
artist, whose legacy, like a great and
bright star lighting the way for those
who follow in his passion for singing,

is exemplary in every way.
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